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IMPORTANT DATES 
Oct ober  2007 
2    Regist r at ion Deadl ine f or  November  3, SAT (MPHS) 
3    Fal l  Spor t s Pict ur es 4:30pm 
3    Financial  Aid Meet ing in Libr ar y  6:30pm 
3&4    Par ent  Teacher  Conf er ences 4:45- 8:45 
10    Boost er  Cl ub Meet ing 6:30pm 
11    Pict ur e r et akes 8:30am, Act ivi t ies and Cl ubs pm 
13    Band t o Gr eel ey  Mar ching Compet i t ion 
17    PSAT f or  Sophomor es and J unior s 8:30- 12 
20    Band t o Ai r  For ce Academy Per f or ming at  Hal f  Time 
22    PAC 5pm 
25    MPHS/ EGMS Choi r  Concer t  7pm 
27    ACT at  MPHS 8am 
27    Hal l oween Dance 8:00- 11:00pm 
November  2007  
3 SAT at  MPHS 8am 
5 J unior  Cl ass Cookbook Sal es Begin $20 
 
Reporti ng and Veri fying Absences 
When your student is absent from school, the absence can be excused by a telephone contact 
to the school secretary or a message on our voice mail, 887-2104 extension 201.  If no call is 
received by 10am, we will attempt to contact you.  This procedure assures your student’s 
safety.  Phone or written contact must be made to excuse an absence. 
 
Picture Retakes 
Life Touch picture retakes are Thursday, October 11, starting at 8:30 am.  Activities and clubs 
will be in the afternoon, except for Band and Choir’s (during class).  Any seniors who missed 
having their senior picture taken for the senior composite need to go in front of the senior 
camera for this picture.  Have your student check with the office for picture packets.  
 
 
M PH S Homework 
If your student is absent for 2 or more days, you may request his or her homework by 
calling the high school at 887-2104 ext 206.  Please call by 10am to allow teachers ample time 
during the day to prepare assignments that may be picked up after 4pm.  
 
 Panther Spiri t Stuf f  
Parents,  show your school support by wearing your Panther gear.  Order your Panther 
Spirit sweatshirts, hats and shirts now.  Sizes infant to adult.  The order form is included in 



this newsletter.  Attach checks to the order form and bring them to the MPHS library.  All  
proceeds go to the MPHS PAC.  Questions? Call Diane Bond:  M PHS Library 887-2104. 
 
D istrict Calendar Avai lable To Parents 
We have a source of information for parents.  The activities and events at the schools in the 
district are available for viewing on the district web page.  To access the information, go to 
the district page www.egsd.org where you find several sites that you can go to from this 
page.  Under the heading calendar, choose “Daily Calendar.”  This will open the calendar of 
activities and events for the entire district.  The items for Middle Park High School are colored 
purple.  To get more information about an event, double click on the event and another page 
will appear explaining the activity or event. 
 
Our administration staff will update the calendar as we receive information from the league, 
other schools, or make plans in our schools. 
 
Phone Messages and Usage 
Due to the volume of calls we receive every day, please help us by limiting the number of 
messages to your student.  The only time we pull your student from class is with a written 
parent permission note for them or in case of an emergency.  Please send 50 cents with your 
student for the pay phone.  Your student will only be allowed to use the office phone if 
he/she is ill and need to go home.  A parent or guardian is the only one who can excuse a 
student. 
 
Free Periods 
This year again we have implemented a procedure that affects some of the students’ free 
periods. The free period is a privilege given to juniors and seniors if they are doing well 
academically.  We check on grades of juniors and seniors every four weeks.  If a student 
earns a D or F in a course, that student reports to a study hall instead of leaving on a free 
period.  Educational research shows that one of the best ways to help students who are falling 
behind is to give them more study time.  That is what we are providing these students.  They 
are given four weeks to improve to at least a C.  We are hoping that they will be receiving a 
solid grade based on the extra time dedicated to schoolwork.  We believe that this should 
motivate all students to give a better effort, thereby improving their academic performances. 
 
Attention Parents 
Make life easier and also help your student’s class make money by purchasing the NEW 
MPHS Calendar.  This has many important MPHS events for the year imprinted on it.  
Proceeds go into your student’s class bank account, funds to be used for their junior prom 
and graduation.  The order form is in the newsletter.  Any questions, please contact Diane 
Bond 887-2104 ext 233. If you ordered a calendar it was sent home with your student. 
 
M PH S PAC 
PAC is looking for parent involvement.  We need parent input to help make MPHS the best it 
can be.  Meetings this year will be held on the 4th  Monday of each month at 5pm in the 
MPHS library.  Please get involved. 
 
Upcomi ng Test Dates 
ACT test at MPHS on October 27. Register online at act.org by September 21.   SAT test at 



MPHS, November 3.   Register online at collegeboard.com by October 2. 
 
Sophomores and Juniors wanting to take the PSAT on October 17, need to register with Mrs. 
Fuqua. These scores are used with the National Merit Scholarship Program. The cost is $15 
and you need to be register by October 11 as seating is limited. 
The counselors at Middle Park would like to invite you to a financial aid informational 
meeting on Wednesday October 3rd, at 6:30 PM in the library.  We will be covering 
information on the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), the federal 
government's form used to figure your Expected Family Contribution (EFC), as well as, 
information on other grant, loan, and scholarship programs. 
 
 

Tips for Finding Your College Match 
 
Characteristics You Should Consider 
How can you find colleges that  m atch your needs? First , ident ify your priorit ies. 
Next , carefully research the characterist ics of a range of schools. Finally, m atch 
the two. Here are som e college characterist ics you should consider.  
 
Size of the Student Body 
 
Location 
 
Academic Programs 
 
Campus Life 
 
Cost 
 
Diversity 
 
Retention and Graduation Rates 
One of the best  ways to m easure a school's qualit y and the sat isfact ion of it s 
students is to learn the percent  of students who return after the first  year and the 
percent  of entering students who rem ain to graduate. Com parat ively good 
retent ion and graduat ion rates are indicators that  responsible academic, social, 
and financial support  system s exist  for m ost  students.  
 
Find Colleges 
Use College Search on www.collegeboard.com  to research two-year and four-year 
schools and find the program s that  m eet  your needs 
 
 
The Levels of Selectivity 
At  one ext reme are "open adm ission" colleges. These schools require only a high 
school diplom a and accept  students on a first - come, f irst - served basis. Many 



com m unity colleges have this policy. At  the other ext rem e are very select ive 
colleges. They admit  only a sm all percentage of applicants each year. Most 
colleges fall som ewhere in between.  
 
 
Less Selective Less select ive colleges focus on whether applicants m eet  
m inim um requirements and whether there's room  for m ore students. Acceptable 
grades are often the only requirem ent  beyond an interest  in college study. The 
SAT I  or ACT m ay be required, but  test  scores are usually used for course 
placem ent , not  adm ission.  
 
More Selective More select ive colleges consider course work, grades, test  
scores, recom m endat ions, and essays. The m ajor factor m ay be whether you are 
ready for college- level study. I t 's possible to be denied adm ission because of a 
weakness or a lack of interest  in higher educat ion.  
 
Very Selective As m any as 10 or 15 students apply for each spot  at  very select ive 
schools. Adm ission officers look carefully at  every aspect  of a student 's high 
school experience, from  academ ic st rength to test  scores. Since m any applicants 
are st rong academ ically, other factors - -  such as your essay - -  are crit ical. 
Although they receive a great  deal of publicit y, only a sm all num ber of colleges 
( fewer than 100)  are this select ive.  
 
Colorado Admissions Requirements  Colorado Public Colleges and Universities use both a 
student's GPA and his/her tests scores. These numbers are then put on a grid which gives us  
an index score. Each college has a different index which is determined by their level of 
selectivity. Students graduating in the year 2008 and 2009 need to meet the basic admission 
requirements of 4 years of English, 3 years of math Algebra 1 and higher, 3 years of science 
with 2 years coming from lab sciences, 3 years of social studies, and 2 years of elective 
(these include our vocational and foreign language courses). Double check to see if the 
college you are considering has admission requirements above this level.  If you don't meet 
your college's requirements - apply early (before Halloween) to see if they will accept you. If 
they don't you can always start at a community college then transfer to a four year institute. 
Just realize most of the job market only requires a two year degree. 
 
 Attenti on Parents!!  
 There is an incredible, FREE resource available to all Colorado students and 
their parents.  Take some time to visit Col legeInColorado.org and get all the 
information needed to prepare for the future.  This website will take you 
through the process of planning, applying, and paying for post secondary 
education/training.  In addition, this year, the state has added a great Career 
Exploration and Planning section, ACT/SAT test preparation, and even more 
on Financial Aid for post secondary education and training.  It is well worth 
the visit and will answer all kinds of questions about future planning and 
requirements!!  Bookmark  this si te for sure and visi t of ten... 

 


